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UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON | TACOMA

SCHOOL OF INTERDISCIPLINARY ARTS & SCIENCES

Graduate Admissions Office
The Evergreen State College

March 30, 2023
To Whom It May Concern;

I am writing to recommend Marnie Bolen to the Master of Public Administration program at
The Evergreen State College. Marnie was a student in two of my Asian history classes at the
University of Washington Tacoma over the past year. I feel I came to know her and her
abilities during that time.

Marnie is a bright, mature, interested student who possesses very strong oral and written
communication skills. As s a student in my courses on modern Japanese history and modern
Chinese history, she proved to be consistently prepared and ready for class discussion. Her
questions and analyses in class helped to move the class forward and enabled others in the
class to develop new understanding of the material.

One of Marnie’s great strengths is her analytical ability. She was often able to put together
information in a way that got to the heart of the issues. Moreover, I was always impressed
with Marnie's ability to communicate her ideas in very clear prose. It was evident that she
was not just relying on her native ability, but that she also put thought and effort into her
written assignments to make them top-notch. It is not uncommon to have students who can
get by on their native intelligence; at the same time, there are students who do very well
because they simply work very hard. Marnie is the kind of student who combines
intelligence and effort, and the results are apparent.

The abilities Marnie demonstrated in class are exactly the kinds of abilities that make her an
excellent choice for your program. One lesson from history is that policy matters, that
public policy shapes society in both positive and negative ways. Given Marnie’s keen
analytical ability, and her ability to communicate effectively, I can see Marnie excelling in
your program, but more importantly, in a career in public policy. She is exactly the kind of
thoughtful, open, compassionate and experienced individual I would hope to see involved in
public policy.

Marnie has a pleasant personality and a good sense of humor; she gets along well with
others. I believe she is a flexible and accepting person. Although she has a quiet demeanor,
she never "hid" herself or her abilities and she made important contributions to the classes
she was in. I believe she has a nice combination of idealism and pragmatism to be able to
make a real contribution in the area of public policy.

In sum, Marnie is a very capable student, and a mature and well-balanced individual who
will be a tremendous asset to your program. I recommend her in the strongest terms.
Should you have any questions, please feel free to email me at hanneman@uw.edu or call
me at 253-219-5240.

Box 358436 1900 Commerce Street Tacoma, WA 98402-3100
253.6923.4450 fax 206.253.692.4639 tdd 253.692.4413 ias@uw.edu
http://www.tacoma.washington.edu/ias/-arts-sciences



Sincerely,

Mary L. Hanneman, Ph.D.

Professor, Modern East Asia

School of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences
University of Washington, Tacoma

1900 Commerce Street

Tacoma, WA 98402



