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January 25, 2023

Marica Zitzelman
Assistant Director
MPA Olympia, WA

RE: Letter of Recommendation for Andrew Buechel
Dear Mrs, Zitzelman,

It is my pleasure to recommend Andrew Buechel for admission to your graduate program. As
Vice President of Hood Canal Communications (HCC), [ have worked closely with Andrew
since he began his career at HCC in July of 2018.

Andrew is very polite, dependable, hardworking, and able to complete any task that was
requested. Although Andrew started as an entry level employee, I quickly noticed that we were
not using Andrew to his full potential. He was frequently asked to work on projects he had no
experience with and to complete tasks that our more senior employees were unable to handle.

Andrew was placed in a new role engineering and designing fiber to the home builds. Again, he
was quick to take on these tasks with limited supervision, He is not afraid to take on a new task,
research information, ask questions, and get to work. Andrew’s personality allows him to work

independently or as a team member. His self -motivation has allowed him to develop and grow

becoming an essential team member and take on additional task.

An example of this is his work on HCC’s grant project. Last year, HCC decided to apply for a
coveted broadband grant from the Washington State Broadband Office/National
Telecommunications and Information Administration and I requested assistance from Andrew to
not only help write the Broadband Grant but also to engineer the entire project. Andrew was
instrumental in designing the project, creating a budget, providing the authority of jurisdiction
with the correct documentation for permitting. He also implemented a project management plan
with timelines and priorities for this project and worked on the environmental permitting process.
Andrew was a huge part of the success of Hood Canal Communications being a recipient of this
grant,

At one point in the process, | approached Andrew to request that he begin working on the next
phase of the application and his response to me was ‘I have that section almost complete’. My
co-worker and T were amazed. Andrew had gone out of his way to research what the next step
would be, anticipated the need for him to begin working on this section, and began the necessary
work before [ even had the time to explain the process. As a manager to 50 employees, [ can’t
express how rare and refreshing this initiative is.



Andrew has taken on a leadership role and has certainly demonstrated his ability to research,
develop and implement projects with minimal supervision. At the same time, when an error is
made he is not afraid to accept responsibility, learn, and incorporate the information learned into
future work. When Andrew asked me for this letter of recommendation to continue his self-
growth I was impressed by his desire to continue his professional education. I would highly
recommend Andrew for the graduate program. Andrew is self-motivated, dedicated, caring and a
noble character.

Sincerely,

Mike Oblizalo Z ;

Hood Canal Communications
Vice President



