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A significant public problem is the growing number of homicides in my hometown
Tacoma Washington. High homicide rates cause the community to have an unhealthy
level of fear and stress which can contribute to health issues. Reported in local papers
violence is particularly bad in Tacoma which saw 45 killings in 2022 (Talbot). Due to
these homicides, the Tacoma Police Department has initiated Tacoma Police’s Violence
Crime Reduction Plan. At the moment the plan is in phase two which involves blight
abatement and disrupting crime networks (Crime). In addition, Tacoma community
members have responded with several calls to actions, marches, meetings and groups

organizing which have brought folks together to build strategies.

Tacoma News Tribune reports that “Crime stats for Tacoma 2022 was the
deadliest year on record” (Talbot). Tacoma’s homicide rate is reaching numbers not
seen since the 1990’s when crime, homicide and violence were high. Teens raised in
high levels of violence, fights, shootings and school lockdowns weaken their mental
health and increase their death body count. Our community needs to be strong and help

each other through these hard times by standing together.

During Mayor Woodards State of the City speech she addresses the “deeply

distressing uptick in violence” as she begs for the community members to not give up



on Tacoma (YouTube). Unfortunately no one is safe from homicide, “violent death
reached the oldest and youngest people and the motivations of their killers ranged from
petty disputes to a decade old grudge, drug and gang related killings, domestic
violence, road rage, robbery and self defense” (Talbot). Tacoma is resilient and with the
help and support of the community, the leaders and police we hope to build a brighter

future.
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