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Date: January 27, 2023

RE: Letter of Recommendation for
Nakia Demiero

To the Master of Public Administration Admissions Committee,

My name is Kyle Pittman and | am a Member of the Faculty at The Evergreen State College
where | am assigned to teach with the Native Pathways Program. | am writing this letter of
recommendation for Nakia Demiero to support her application for admission to the Master of
Public Administration program at The Evergreen State College.

| had the pleasure of getting to know Nakia, who goes by Kia, over the last several years both as
a student and personally outside the classroom. Kia completed her undergraduate studies with
the Native Pathways Program when | worked as both a Teaching Assistant and Adjunct Faculty,
so | am very familiar with her academic capabilities. Kia shows a strong determination to learn
new information and an impeccable ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate said
information. Kia routinely demonstrated this by producing high quality portfolios of her work
each quarter that contained detailed reflections on the course material, accurate summaries of
assigned readings, and comprehensive research papers. Kia regularly showcased leadership
qualities during classes in which she set a model for other students to follow regarding the level
of expected detail in assignments and how to internalize knowledge to apply to novel
situations, providing an excellent display of critical thinking. Additionally, Kia helped other
students to grasp various aspect of the material, indicating an aptitude for teaching as well as
learning.

Another strong quality of Kia’s is her ability to leverage her cultural knowledge and experience
with plant medicines and teachings in the classroom. Because the Native Pathways Program is
rooted in Native American and Indigenous Studies, Kia could regularly invoke her knowledge in
this regard to empower herself and other students to make relevant connections to the course
material while also creating a holistic approach to the content as her lens offered a
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complimentary emotional and spiritual connotation for students who were having their mental

and physical needs met in the program. This kind of environment was thus ideal as it represents
the conceptual framework of the medicine wheel utilized by Indigenous persons in academia to
create culturally relevant educational models. From my perspective, Kia was directly involved in
accomplishing this during our classes.

Outside of the classroom, Kia has committed herself to serving Indigenous communities and
those associated with such communities by facilitating workshops around plant medicines,
health, and wellbeing. Through her work at the Northwest Indian Treatment Center, Kia has
proven to me that she prioritizes the needs of underserved communities and the general
public. This type of service is necessary as it shows her values are in alignment with those of the
program she is applying to. As a graduate of the very same program, | know what kind of
dedication it takes to make yourself available for public service—and Kia has this level of
dedication. She is among the strongest people | know, both academically and personally. She
has shown a confident ambition to achieve her goals while also remaining humble so as to
accept feedback and direction. | think Kia has the conviction necessary to successfully meet the
rigor of this program and it would be a mistake to not accept her.

Therefore, it is my honor to recommend with the highest regard that Kia be accepted into the

Master of Public Administration program at The Evergreen State College. If there are any
guestions, please reach out to me with the contact information below.

Sincerely,
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Kyle Pittman, MPA
Member of the Faculty

Native Pathways Program | The Evergreen State College
pittmank@evergreen.edu |Cell: (253) 241-5320
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