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April 1, 2023
To the MPA Admissions Committee—

I am writing in support of the Aubrey Farache’s application to continue his studies at Evergreen as
part of the MPA program.

I first met Aubrey during the summer of 2022 when he was a student in my “Making Place through
Archives and Oral Histories” program. I have continued to keep in touch with Aubrey during the
2022-2023 academic year and he is about to begin an internship with the archivist at the Tacoma
Public Library, a relationship that began during the “Making Place” class.

As a student, Aubrey consistently came to class prepared to participate in discussions, in archival
mucks, and in workshops with archivists and guest teachers. Although Aubrey was relatively new to
Evergreen and new to archival study, he made significant contributions to course conversations and
archival investigations. Importantly, Aubrey was also a good and caring classmate; sharing parts of
his own story while also inquiring and listening to classmates’ stories, experiences, and
interpretations. In the class, Aubrey effectively co-facilitated a seminar on chapters from Tiya Miles’
All that She Carried and a chapter from Zachary Schrag’s The Princeton Guide to Historical Research, using
Schrag’s chapter to illuminate aspects of Miles’ historical method and approach to historical sources.
As a final project for the course, Aubrey worked with the archivist at the Northwest Room of the
Tacoma Public Library to do some archival research on the history of Tacoma’s palatial Stadium
High School. In a fascinating and creative twist, Aubrey used decades of the high school’s yearbooks
to pose questions about what this source might be able to tell us about changes in youth
demographics, youth styles, and youth political culture.

During the evaluation meeting with Aubrey at the end of that summer class, and since he was so
fascinated by the archives, I encouraged him to look into further study. I am excited that Aubrey has
chosen the MPA program at Evergreen as his next possible step. If accepted into the program, I
have every confidence that Aubrey will be an engaged student and will use the opportunity to
further develop the skills and knowledges he seeks to support veterans and military families, a
community he knows well.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions.

Wl

Michael Bowman, PhD

Member of the Faculty
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