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April 3, 2023

The Evergreen State College
MPA Program

I am writing with strong support for Brett “Aubrey” Farache’s application to the MPA 
program at Evergreen.  Aubrey was a very good student in a two quarter long 
immersive program of study about contemporary global politics that I taught in 2022-23 
at The Evergreen State College.  Aubrey’s quality work and academic improvement 
over the two quarter’s in a challenging upper division global politics and policy program 
lead me to believe he has the potential to succeed as a student in an MPA program. I 
believe he has very strong motivation to succeed in his longer term goals to work in the 
VA system or in public policy.

Aubrey was a serious and intellectually engaged student in my program about global 
migration and borders in the age of climate change. Although someone with extensive 
life experiences in the military and older than many students in the program, Aubrey 
was newly back in school after some time away.  He needed to get back into the swing 
of writing, thinking and reading, and we were reading some very challenging texts and 
writing serious thesis-driven papers.  But he was very receptive to feedback and really 
put in the work and before too long he was reading, writing and participating at a high 
level.  In particular, he developed much stronger writing skills and put good effort into 
constructing college-level thesis-driven essays that used academic sources.  He also 
showed a good ability to make in-class presentations about complex topics and was 
able to take the lead in group projects.  Aubrey demonstrated very good work habits 
and was someone who can get their academic work accomplished on time and with 
substance. By the second quarter, I would rate Aubrey in the top 10 per cent of the 
students in this course.  

For example, Aubrey showed a strong ability to understand the international refugee 
system that was created in 1951 and analyze and debate policy reforms about this 
system.  He worked with a team to understand the root causes of the refugee crisis in 
Venezuela that has resulted in mass population displacement and wrote a clear paper 
addressing this issue.  Aubrey showed fine learning in his policy paper on how to reform
the global refugee regime where he emphasized the need for new policies around 
refugee resettlement and safe passage.  He then critically examined the “border crisis” 
narrative that shapes policy debates in the United States about migrants and asylum 
seekers at the U.S.-Mexico border and wrote a short but clear paper arguing that the 
situation was better understood as a crisis of mass displacement.  Finally, Aubrey 
showed a good ability to think about how climate change will produce a major crisis of 
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displacement over the next century and gave a good presentation about how the 
climate migration will need to consider new sites of resettlement in the far north.  

Aubrey is a person of integrity and thoughtfulness.  He also works well with others who 
have a wide variety of views and is a good participant in team exercises.  I also think 
that his life experiences outside of school have prepared him for a high level of 
discipline and focus.  As a result, I believe Aubrey would be a great addition to any 
school.  Please contact me if you need any further information. 

Sincerely,

Steve Niva
Professor, International Studies
The Evergreen State College


