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June 27,2023
To:  Graduate Admissions at Evergreen

[ am writing in support of Christopher Garcia being admitted to Evergreen’s MPA
program.

Chris returned to in-person instruction for my full-time program in Winter 2022.
Chris was initially challenged by family and health constraints but was regularly involved
with assigned content. He was extremely supportive and respectful of his peers in his
learning community, including during text-based seminar. Despite certain barriers he
faced, I found him to be critically reflective on his new areas of learning as evidenced by his
academic persistence.

His Winter 2022program was the first time Chris was introduced in detail on how to
approach and structure an academic research paper that included using peer-reviewed
journals and standard documentation. The research paper and subsequent presentation
with projected software was overall quite good and demonstrated significant growth from
where he began the quarter. Since then, I was pleased to learn that Chris was able to
successfully apply his learning from Winter 2022 to his program with Dr. Niva during this
past academic year.

Critical in considering Chris for admission to the MPA program is his well-informed
knowledge base related to political and social issues that every public administrator ought
to have. Chris is very open-minded and empathetic to the plight of less fortunate
individuals and groups, a positive disposition that he’ll bring to the MPA program.

[ do hope you give Chris an opportunity to demonstrate his commitment to be a
successful student in the MPA program. I sincerely believe he has the maturity and
dedication to do so.

Sincerely,
Michael Vavrus, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Evergreen State College
vavrusm@evergreen.edu



