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Dear MPA Admissions Committee:

I am writing in support of Alison Smith, who is an applicant to the MPA program at Evergreen. Alison was my
student in Winter 2021 in a program on linguistics and quantitative reasoning in the context of climate change.
This remote-only program took place in the stressful context of a pandemic, and Alison persevered with the
work despite the challenges. She stood out as a creative writer and thinker, an innovative communicator, and an
active participant who was always encouraging and supportive of other students. These qualities mesh well
with attributes you highlight for MPA students, including writing skills, interpersonal skills, and persistence.

Alison enrolled in my 12-credit class Communicating Climate Change: Language and Data during the final
quarter of her undergraduate studies. She brought a range of academic experience in the humanities, social
sciences, and business. She was an important contributor to our class—especially so in the difficult online
context. We had several students who were new to Evergreen and others who found it very difficult to engage
in the Zoom environment. Alison provided leadership in the classroom through her participation, her evident
engagement with the ideas and concepts that we were covering, and her ability to highlight the strengths she
saw in others. These skills really enhanced the work of our learning community considerably. Alison’s
responses to our texts (which crossed a very wide variety of genres) demonstrated strong comprehension and
also a creative flare for communicating ideas about the material in unexpected ways. For example, Alison’s
essays and homework responses sometimes employed a creative non-fiction approach to the analysis of ideas
about language and data. The essays helped their audience look at climate change and other environmental and
social justice issues in new ways. A couple of growth areas include timeliness of assignments, and more
practice with topic focus. I’ll add that the pandemic context of Winter 2021 was a super challenging time—I
know | missed out on seeing some of Alison’s best work as a result of this context, so | encourage you to look
over her whole academic record to get a fuller picture. One other particular strength I noticed was keeping in
touch about challenges, and tenacity to complete as much of the work as possible.

Alison contributed a lot to my class and | enjoyed working with her. She has a lot to offer through her passion
for learning and her commitment to making positive change, and these are some of the skills and motivations
she would bring to the MPA program. Please feel free to contact me with any questions about Alison’s
candidacy.

Sincerely,
Rachel Hastings, Ph.D. (TESC faculty, linguistics)
hastingr@evergreen.edu



