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The Evergreen State College
Tacoma Campus
July 12, 2023

To: MPA Program, TESC
From: Peter Bacho, JD, LLM

Regarding: Application of Karen Vargas

Karen Vargas, my former student in the Tacoma Program, has asked me for 
a letter of
recommendation. I do so gladly. I have had her as a seminar student, and I 
know her work well.

As a student Karen was good – a mature, well organized, and focused adult 
learner. She is bright and was consistently well prepared. She is also an 
excellent researcher and approaches each issue logically and without bias. 

At Tacoma, she was focused on the import of her education. I recall one 
quarter when she was in the hospital, and she attended class (via zoom) and 
participated from her hospital bed. I was impressed by her determination.

Another real strength is her ability to work outside the campus and with 
different marginalized community groups. In this endeavor, she has been 
both tireless and effective. As you know, she was recognized by the state of 
Washington for her community engagement.

She is a a self-starter, possesses strong thinking and oral communication 
skills. These are a real strength in her favor. Karen also listens well and 
collaborates effectively (in this case, on group projects) with others. For 
example, during spring quarter, she ably assisted Emory Otso in developing 
a very effective project on how doctors, hospitals, public agencies can better 
identify and better serve people with hidden disabilities.

Although the group project had several students, Karen and Emory 
completed the bulk of the work. 

As to her writing skills, she has improved as a result of her focus on 
improving this key skill set. With appropriate support, I firmly believe she can
meet the enhanced requisites of graduate school.

Karen stood out in the incredibly diverse Tacoma program setting, working 
effectively with different groups and producing excellent outcomes. In her 
dealings with other students, she was always polite and generous with her 
time.



She was open and respectful in her dealings with fellow students, faculty, 
and staff. Her group project peers respected her input; faculty members and 
staff respected her intelligence, diligence, and sincerity.

Karen is a strong candidate for a slot in the MPA Program. She has the skills 
and determination needed to succeed at this next academic level. I 
recommend her to you. 

Please feel free to contact me bachop@evergreen.edu if you have further 
questions.


