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Department of Political Science

March 22, 2024
Dear Admissions Committee,

It is my pleasure to recommend Haby Ba for admission into the Master of Public Administration program at the
Evergreen State College. | believe Haby’s strong academic record, her leadership and interpersonal skills, and
her commitment to equity and public service make her an exceptional candidate for this program.

I first met Haby in the spring of 2022 when she was a student in my upper-division political science class,
Congressional Politics. In this course, students are tasked with playing a member of Congress in a quarter-long
legislative simulation. I will never forget Haby’s role as Representative Sharice Davids. Haby took this role
seriously, diligently researching Davids’ policies and politics, and working with others in her caucus to pass a
bill through the House. This course highlighted Haby’s exceptional interpersonal skills, as | watched her build
relationships with other students, compromise, and work towards collective policy objectives.

Haby was also a student in my upper-division course, Political Polarization. In this class, Haby’s final paper on
the relationship between social media, racism, and polarization demonstrated her analytical skills and ability to
synthesize complex concepts into a cohesive and convincing argument. In addition, Haby contributed to our
class discussions in ways that helped move our conversations forward. | knew | could always count on Haby to
do the readings and, more importantly, to apply them to current events and lived experiences. In both classes,
Haby stands out as a top student.

Haby’s commitment to equity and public service has always been clear to me, and it has been such a pleasure to
have her in my classes. | am therefore not surprised to hear that she already has some experience in public
service at the Department of Retirement Systems. | am looking forward to seeing her continue an impactful
career in the public sector.

In short, Haby Ba has my strongest recommendation, as | have no doubt that she will both contribute to and
benefit from your program. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions. Thank you for
considering Haby as a candidate.

Sincerely,
(otineec Y. WW

Catherine N. Wineinger
Assistant Professor of Political Science
Western Washington University



