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June 28, 2024

The Evergreen State College: Office of Admissions,

It is my pleasure to write this letter in support of Nathan Gorman and his application to the MPA program
in Tribal Governance at The Evergreen State College. [ have been a witness to Nathan’s professional and
academic skills for nine years. I have complete confidence in his ability to not only finish this program
but excel in this program.

In 2015, Nathan enrolled in the Bachelors of Native Studies Leadership program at Northwest Indian
College while I was teaching in that program. Early in his academic career, Nathan had a strong cultural
foundation beyond the expectations of the program. From this foundation, he was able to apply
Indigenous philosophies to his research. The 2-course Indigenous Research sequence at Northwest Indian
College is an in-depth look at Indigenous theory, methods, and research paradigms. The courses also
cover the practical and systematic components to research, including data collection and analysis
practices. Students are also introduced to the philosophical aspect of research and how research
paradigms are embedded in social science research today. We discuss traditional scientific research
paradigms and students are introduced to Indigenous knowledge systems and an Indigenous approach to
research. These concepts are very complex and new to students at this stage in their academic careers.
Most students need extra support in gaining an understanding of these concepts. Nathan Gorman excelled
and met all expectations for these classes. He gained an understanding right away and began practicing
and writing these concepts into his research projects. Nathan is not only a systematic thinker; he is also
very creative. And his creative thinking skills were exhibited in his Indigenous Research Paradigm

designs.

As an Alumna of the MPA program at TESC, I have firsthand knowledge of what it takes to successfully
complete a capstone and complete all course requirements. The program is intensive in structure and the
writing process is extensive. Faculty expectations are set very high. It is my experience in working with
Nathan Gorman that he is ready to complete this work. In the past, I have encouraged him to complete a
Master’s program because I know he is capable. I am excited that he chose to apply at TESC; and I know
he will do well in this program if given the opportunity.

If you have any further questions about my recommendation, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

e TP

Lexie Tom, PhD

Education Director, Lummi Nation School | lexie.tom(@lummi-k12.org | 360-758-4377




