
Comprehensive Support for Individuals with Substance Use Disorder through Wrap-

around Services 

This policy memo outlines the criƟcal importance of implemenƟng comprehensive wrap-around 

services for individuals struggling with Substance Use Disorder (SUD). Recognizing the 

mulƟdimensional nature of SUD, a holisƟc approach that beƩer addresses mulƟple aspects of 

an individual's life is crucial for effecƟve reintegraƟon and sustainable recovery. Comprehensive 

wrap around services and supporƟng reintegraƟon lowers chances of relapse and increase a 

person’s chances of achieving long term recovery. 

SUD is a complex health issue with a wide range of consequences for individuals as well as 

society. TradiƟonal intervenƟons frequently focus on medical treatment, disregarding the 

broader social, economic, and psychological factors that contribute to addicƟon. Wrap-around 

services can fill in the gaps by providing a support system for the aspects of recovery that are 

oŌen overlooked. 

 

The Need for HolisƟc Support: 

1. Addressing Root Causes: Wrap-around services consider the underlying causes of addicƟon, 

such as trauma, mental health issues, and socioeconomic factors. By addressing these root 

causes, we can create a more encouraging environment for recovery. 

 

2. CoordinaƟon of Care: Coordinated efforts among healthcare providers, social services, and 

community organizaƟons ensure a seamless support system. This collaboraƟon increases the 

impact of intervenƟons and reduces the risk of relapse. 



 

3. Community IntegraƟon: Wrap-around services involve the community in supporƟng 

individuals with SUD. This promotes a sense of belonging and reduces sƟgma, facilitaƟng the 

reintegraƟon of individuals into society. 

 

Wrap-around Services: 

1. Clinical Treatment: Medical and behavioral health services tailored to individual needs. 

ConƟnued access to primary care physicians and behavioral health services is crucial well into a 

person’s recovery. 

 

2. Social Services: Assistance accessing safe and stable housing, employment support, conƟnued 

educaƟon and career counseling, as well as financial coaching.  

 

3. Peer Support: Employing individuals in recovery as mentors fosters a sense of understanding 

and empathy as well as providing hope for the future. This helps both the peer and the person 

seeking support. 

 

4. EducaƟon and PrevenƟon: Community-wide iniƟaƟves to raise awareness and prevent the 

onset of substance use disorders. 

 

Economic Impact: 

InvesƟng in wrap-around services is cost-effecƟve. By addressing the root causes and providing 



ongoing support, we can reduce the long-term societal costs associated with untreated SUD 

such as healthcare expenses, and criminal jusƟce involvement. 

 

Policy RecommendaƟons: 

1. Funding AllocaƟon: PrioriƟze funding for integrated and comprehensive wrap-around services 

within exisƟng healthcare and social service budgets. 

 

2. Interagency CollaboraƟon: Encourage cooperaƟon between healthcare providers, social 

services, and community organizaƟons to ensure a consistent and coordinated approach.  

 

3. Public Awareness Campaigns: Launch public awareness campaigns to reduce sƟgma, increase 

understanding, and promote community involvement in supporƟng individuals with SUD. 

 

In conclusion, the implementaƟon of wrap-around services is vital in addressing the complexity 

of Substance Use Disorder. A comprehensive and holisƟc approach not only improves individual 

outcomes but also contributes to healthier communiƟes and reduced societal costs associated 

with untreated addicƟon. We do have some of these services available now, however they are 

difficult to find and there aren’t nearly enough. We need to make these services the norm, not 

the excepƟon. 
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