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June 6, 2024

Masters Program in Public Administration
Admissions

To Whom This May Concern:

Brianna Perry (prefers Bri) has applied to Evergreen’s MPA program. This
letter is written in support of her application. Bri enrolled in and completed
two of my Evergreen classes. As a returning student, Bri was successful in
both. She participated actively in our seminars, completed the required
writing assignments (typically argumentative essays), and by virtue of
participating in our in-class discussions contributed significantly to the
learning of the other students.

In the most recent of my classes she completed, we studied the origins and
evolution of three total institutions in American history: prisons, mental
asylums, and residential boarding schools for Native American
children. The class focused on deepening students' understanding of
the roles these institutions played in managing and controlling people
defined by government officials as social problems. Students

learned how the institutions evolved over time and the profound
impact they have had on those detained, their families, and their
communities.

At many points in our seminars, Bri raised important questions and clarifying
points about the topics we were covering. Typically, her comments and
questions enabled other students to better understand the impact of prisons,
psychiatric asylums, and Native American boarding schools on those
detained within them. For example, many students in the class knew little
about these institutions and were shocked to learn about their many abuses.
Bri’s vulnerability in sharing with others how emotionally difficult it was to
learn about the abuses - particularly, those to children in the boarding
schools - freed other students to discuss their own (and similar) reactions. In
sharing, Bri's comments enabled our class to discuss the impact of the
institutions on residents’ lives openly and fully.

The quality and depth of Bri's written work was consistently strong. Her
essays were written with clarity, well-reasoned, and incorporated evidence in
support of her arguments. An example of her written work (from her final
exam) about the assimilationist policies of Native American boarding schools
illustrates this:



“This politically fueled idea began “as part of its grand civilizing plan to
transform Native American people” (Lomawaima, p.xi), with the Dawes
Act of 1887. The acculturation into the dominant white society began
for the Native Americans, simply because [of ] the land they
possessed. Lomawaima explains (pg. 3) that the plan was “vigorously
campaigned for” by assimilationist General Richard H. Pratt, who
stated the “best way to civilize the Indian was to “immerse him in
civilization and keep him there until well soaked” (p.4). ... The
[boarding schools] were a direct reflection of federal policies to “kill the
Indian.” However, they were portrayed and accepted with the intent to
educate the Native children. Essentially, saving them from the hell that
their “savage” elders are facing, when it actually introduced them to a
new type of “hell.” The film We Were Children gives evidence of this
with the stories that Lyna and Glen provide describing their time at the
schools. Glen gives a heartbreaking account at 34:00, of the
unprovoked abuse he suffered, where he recounts being tricked into
believing he was going to home to visit family but was locked in a
cage, while having to listen to the physical abuse of a young lady in
the enclosure next to him.”

This sample of Bri’'s writing demonstrates that way she effectively organizes
her ideas and arguments with supporting evidence. It also reveals Bri's
capacity for analyzing and interpreting literature and film about social
institutions.

| encouraged Bri to pursue post-graduate study. | strongly support her
application to our MPA program. She will contribute significantly to her
classes and other students’ learning.

Sincerely,

SNAn

George S. Bridges, PhD



