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360.929.4010 - Niles.McDonald@Gmail.com

March 27", 2024

Dear Evergreen Admissions Review Board,
Re: Letter of Recommendation for Jesse Pestana

I write to recommend Jesse's application for admission to the Evergreen State College Master's in
Public Administration. I have known Jesse for over fourteen years since meeting during our
undergraduate studies at Evergreen. In that time he has been a classmate, a roommate, a friend, and a

trusted advisor. I can attest to his character, capacity, and suitability for this program.

Jesse's dedication to social justice is admirable. He consistently demonstrates a deep commitment to
addressing social inequities through volunteer work and advocacy efforts and has a particular skill for
discussing matters of equity, privilege and justice with individuals with varying and oppositional
perspectives. I have watched him convince such parties to reconsider their positions. Jesse has a
marked capacity for analytical reasoning and easily breaks down complex issues. He takes on
challenges with an approach that holds logic and empathy in equal measure and succeeds at any task

he sets himself to.

I have found Jesse to be a skilled and competent writer. I have personally benefited from his input
when writing on complex topics of law and policy, and regularly seek his advice on such matters. His
keen eye for detail and iron grasp on reasoning have been useful in critiquing and improving my own

legal and academic writing.

Jesse's resilience to adversity and heartbreak are a testament to his character. Despite encountering
great loss, he perseveres with a positive energy and supportive mindset in all of his interactions. The

challenges of a master’s degree will not cause Jesse to stumble.

I firmly believe that Jesse's passion, analytical capacity, adroit communication, and resilience place
him as an ideal candidate for this program. I am confident that he will thrive academically and

contribute positively to Evergreen’s community and to the MPA cohort.
Thank you for considering Jesse's application. Contact me should you require further information.

With Warmth and Good Cheer,
Niles Devore McDonald, Esq.



