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Anthony Terndrup, PhD

Licensed Mental Health Counselor (retired)
(541) 207-4146
anthony.terndrup@gmail.com

January 12, 2024
Dear Admissions Committee:

With great confidence, | recommend Andrew Rodgers for admission into the graduate program of studies for
the Master of Public Administration degree at Evergreen State College. As program manager for outpatient
mental health and substance use disorder services at Compass Health in the San Juan Islands, | hired Andy in
April 2022 to serve as our office manager and supervised his administrative position until | retired from full-time
employment in September 2023. Based on my experience working with Andy, | firmly believe he can excel as a
candidate for your MPA program.

As our office manager, Andy demonstrated excellent analytical, critical thinking, writing, and interpersonal
communication skills. In weekly supervision, he assisted me with evaluating the operations of our programs
and the needs of our providers. Together, we engaged in collaborative problem solving to improve the
efficiencies of our administrative functions and the clerical support of our clinical teams. On many occasions, he
provided fresh perspective and keen insight into the matters under discussion. Andy communicated clearly and
effectively with our clinicians and with me in email messages, video meetings, and office conversations.

Additionally, Andy persisted through challenging circumstances. As our office manager, Andy offered
administrative support for clinicians providing outpatient services on Orcas and San Juan Islands. While living on
Orcas Island, he worked in the Friday Harbor office on San Juan Island four days per week and in the Eastsound
office on Orcas Island one day per week. Accordingly, he met the challenge of supporting clinical staff both
directly and remotely five days per week. Crew shortages and mechanical failures disrupting ferry service
between the islands further challenged his commute, which he navigated with patience and persistence.

As our office manager, Andy evidenced his Interest in leadership by assuming responsibility for planning and
coordinating morale events for his co-workers. He was always careful to assess and accommodate their
preferences when organizing these team building activities. Andy’s interest in working with people is reflected
in his lifetime commitment to public service in his community, as outlined on his resume. In the workplace, he
demonstrated strong emotional intelligence in his interactions with hardworking clinicians managing heavy
caseloads and with vulnerable clients at the reception window between the waiting room and front office. He
knew when to proceed on his own and when to ask for help.

Andy thus embodies all the qualities of a strong candidate for your graduate program at Evergreen State
College. 1 am proud to have hired him for the office manager position that has contributed to his interest in
pursuing a Master of Public Administration degree. Without reservation and with deep respect for his personal
and professional integrity, | recommend him for admission.

Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Anthony Tekgdrup



