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April 28, 2024
Graduate Admissions
Masters in Public Administration

Letter of Reference for Katrina Twiddy

Katrina Twiddy as a student of mine in the Fall of 2021. Our class, Achieving
the Ideal?, studied the question of whether the policies and practices of our
justice system provide the stated idea of “Equal Justice Under law.” Katrina
entered the class with interests and a deep understanding the justice
system. She was a strong student who contributed actively to our seminar
discussions, periodically questioning and commenting on the issues and
material we were studying.

Despite carrying a heavy load of courses along many personal
responsibilities, Katrina fully engaged the readings, lectures, and
documentaries we studied. Further, she listened attentively to the remarks of
our guest speakers - all practicing professionals in criminal justice or
academic scholars. Finally, Katrina’s written work effectively documented her
knowledge about the issues and research we discussed and evaluated.

The three main writing assignments in the class took of the form of
expository essays in which students were expected to respond to specific
prompts about problems in our legal system. Their task was to incorporate
the findings of published social science research along with their
observations of documentaries and the remarks of guest speakers in their
essay responses. Katrina’s essays were among the strongest and most
clearly written in the class. They conveyed her 1) understanding of the
policies and practices of justice officials, 2) knowledge about the research
and documentaries we studied, and 3) grasp of social science explanations of
issues like the police use of deadly force or the dramatic expansion of
prosecutors’ power in criminal justice over the past 50 years.

As the instructor, | appreciated Katrina’s presence in the course, her
contributions to our seminars, and the strong quality of her writing. And by
virtue of her interests, she contributed to our seminars in ways that
benefitted the entire class.

| strongly support Katrina’s admission to our MPA-Tribal Governance Program.
She is a superb student and will thrive in the program.

Sincerely,



45

George Bridges, PhD
Member of the Faculty and Past President
The Evergreen State College



